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Introduction

Dr. James Dobson, President of Focus on the Family, tells the story of his prowess 
as a tennis player in college. He won a prestigious tournament earning a beautiful 
trophy on which his name was engraved. The college placed his award in a trophy 
case for all to enjoy.

Years later, a package arrived for Dr. Dobson. When he opened the box, he found his 
trophy along with a note. The note informed him that the trophy was found in the 
garbage at the school. The finder said he thought he might like to have the trophy. 
“The moral of this story, “ Dr. Dobson said,  “is that what is valuable to one person is 
garbage to another.”

Society places a high value on success. However, at the end of life, when you 
contemplate what really mattered, it is unlikely success will be at the top of the 
list. Most likely it will be the love that you experienced through the relationships of 
close family members and friends.

This book is about how you can build lasting, intimate, fulfilling relationships that 
matter.

Let’s begin! 
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The Power of Focus  

“The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.”  - Henry David Thoreau

Wake up, shower, dress, eat breakfast, go to work, return home, watch  
television, go to bed. Then, get up the next day and do it all over again.  
The routine of life can become a suffocating, boring, existence that leads us 
to quiet desperation.

      Isn’t there more to life than this?

We may find ourselves engaging in extra-curricular activities that we hope 
will bring meaning and help provide focus for living. But often more  
activities do the opposite, they confuse our direction, cloud our view of 
what is important, sap our energy and leave us more confused about life 
than ever. 

      We need focus.  There is 
power in focus.

If we reflect on the most 
meaningful part of life it is 
found in relationships. When all 
is said and done, what 
matters most to us is the  
people who loved us and those 
we loved.

Relationships...we are desperate 
for deep, intimate, meaningful 
relationships. We can make 
these kinds of relationships our focus, but where do we find them?
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Relationships that Matter

 

Some people find it difficult to initiate meaningful relationships. Many  
relationships can be described as a mile wide and an inch deep, characterized by 
small talk and minimal disclosure.  

Occasionally we meet someone we really like who is positive, encouraging and 
sincerely interested in us.  But even those people do not fill the void we have for 
deep, caring, transparent relationships that leave us energized and motivated.

Our relationships can be built around work, family, school, social activities, 
athletics, hobbies and church, but often are superficial in nature.

      How do we find the freedom to open up with someone and share our 
deepest needs and longings?  

These kinds of relationships are found in the context of faith, love and giving.  
Faith in God,  love for others and giving from a grateful heart. 

 
Relationships that matter are spiritual in nature.

     But how do you find them?

They begin in a relationship with your  
Creator and result in a life that satisfies 

and is shared with others.



Relationships that Satisfy 

The most satisfying experiences in life are those that are shared.

Think about some of the more satisfying experiences of your life  and the people 
who shared them with you.

Real living that satisfies is giving away the knowledge that makes your life  
fulfilling and meaningful. This is why the Bible teaches that we should become  
disciple makers.  (Matthew 28:19,20)

Disciple makers are simply Christ followers who are committed to passing on the 
joy of their faith to others in a respectful, transferable manner. 

The apostle Paul said to his disciple Timothy, “And the things I have shared with 
you in the presence of many witnesses, share with reliable men who will be able 
to teach others also.”  (2 Timothy 2:2)  

Four generations; Paul, Timothy, 
reliable men and others. 

This is the satisfying life  
standard given to every  
Christ follower, fourth 
generation disciple making.

Or...If you want real  
relationships that satisfy... 
try this.
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Changing Your World

Becoming a multiplying disciple maker is the most impacting decision you will 
make as a Christ follower toward developing intimate relationships.

No other method of influence even comes close to 
the power of God’s Word being transferred through 
you to others, who in turn pass it on.

Your life can literally result in millions of others 
coming to faith in Christ and passing on the good 
news to others. This is possible through the 
impact of spiritual multiplication.

You may feel inadequate for this life mission.  
You are inadequate, but God is adequate and 

His promise to you is this, “His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who 

called us by his own glory and goodness.”  (2nd Peter 1:3)

To accomplish this kind of impact on your world you need to know how to 
appropriate the power of God and some very simple training in how to become a 
disciple maker.

The mission of PowerPoint Ministries is to give you this knowledge and 
confidence in disciple making. This begins by living with passion.C
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Living with Passion 

There is a tale told of the great English actor Macready. An eminent preacher once 
said to him: “I wish you would explain to me something.” 

“What is the reason for the difference between 
you and me? You are appearing before crowds 
night after night with fiction, and the crowds 
come wherever you go. I am preaching the  
essential and unchangeable truth, and I am  
not getting any crowd at all.” 

Macready’s answer was this: “This is quite 
simple. I can tell you the difference between 
us. I present my fiction as though it were truth; you 
present your truth as though it were fiction.” 

The most transferable element of disciple making is your passion for the truth 
found in Christ. How do you find that kind of passion? How is it developed and 
sustained?

We will give you the tools needed to gain a contagious passion for Christ.  All you 
need is a few clear instructions that will set you on a pursuit of Christ, who will 
become the passion of your life. Christ’s promise is that whoever believes in him 
will have eternal life. His promise leads us to consider what is involved in an 
eternal perspective.
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Eternal Perspective

My pastor recently drew a dot on a board and described it as representing our life 
on earth. From the dot he drew a line that ran off the page, representing eternity.  
He then challenged us with this thought,  “Are you living for the dot or the line?”

The decisions you make today and for the rest of your earthly life will reflect your 
decision to live for the dot or the line.

We at PowerPoint Ministries desire to 
help you live for the line by 
discovering how you can be confident 
in your most important relationship, 
your relationship with God; how to be 
empowered with his Spirit, how to be 
consistent in your walk with Him, how 
to articulate your faith with 
confidence, how to know His will, 
how to listen to God’s soft voice, how 
to get a personal word from Him each 
day and how to move the truth of 
that word from your head (intellectual 
understanding) to your heart  
(conviction). Are you living for the dot 
or the line?  

Our training will help you make daily decisions that result in an eternal 
perspective, living for the line. This will result in eternal relationships and a legacy 
of significance.
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A Legacy of Significance

Legacy—Something handed down from an ancestor or a predecessor or  
from the past.

      We will all leave a legacy.  Will it be a legacy of significance?

If relationships are the most important accomplishments of life, how are you 
doing? Are you developing deep, rich, quality relationships that will last for 
eternity or, are most of your relationships temporary. Are they characterized by 
surface conversation, minimal commitment, inadequate affection and less than 
desirable intimacy?

We are called to pursue God and others through personal discipleship in order to 
make a difference for eternity. Dr. Howard Hendricks says, “You can impress  
people from afar but you impact them up close.”  

PowerPoint Ministries can help you overcome the barriers of commitment,  
confidence, how to get started, time and fear when it comes to developing an 
enviable relationship with the God who created you and others.

Additionally, a disciple making strategy of natural evangelism and discipleship will 
give you the tools needed to initiate quality relationships with friends that will 
impact them for eternity.

Best of all, this non-confrontational approach to making disciples of Jesus Christ 
will lead you to the richest, most rewarding relationships of your life. It will lead 
you to experiencing and passing on words of life that will change your family and 
friends forever. This adventure will become your legacy of significance.
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Fourth Generation Disciple Making

God helped us measure the success of our disciple making relationships when 
he spoke through the Apostle Paul to his disciple Timothy, “The things you have 
heard me say in the presence of many witnesses share with reliable men who will 
be able to teach others also.” (2nd Timothy 2:2)... Four generations, Paul, Timothy,  
reliable men, others. 

Our ministry is helping develop fourth 
generation disciple makers. Through  
spiritual multiplication you will have the 
most impact on your world, leaving a  
legacy of significance. We help seekers, 
Christ followers and Christian leaders 
with the plan, organization, leadership 
and follow up needed to produce 
fourth generation disciples. Take 
your next step toward a legacy of 
significance and the best  
relationships of your life,  
relationships that matter.
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We all want genuine lasting relationships. However many of us are clueless about how to begin. 
This book will guide you to the resources needed to become confident in relationship building 
through fourth generation discipleship. It will give you Biblical solutions to becoming an 
effective spritual multiplier.

In this book you will learn how to:                               

          Develop the power of focus

          Initiate relationships that matter

          Find life that satisfies

          Change your world

          Live with passion

          Gain an eternal perspective

          Leave a legacy of significance

          Become a fourth generation disciple maker

Learn how to have the most loving, intimate relationships imaginable. This book will guide you 
to a treasure of resources that will give you the confidence to build world class relationships.

GEOFFERY HARRIS is president of PowerPoint Ministries Inc., a non-profit  
organization focused on personal disciple making.

Intentionally Pursuing 
Relationships That Matter: 

Become a Fourth Generation Disciple Maker
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